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HOUSE BI LL 1785

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives K Schmdt, Zellinsky and Wensman

Read first tinme 02/10/97. Referred to Conmmttee on Transportation
Pol i cy & Budget.

AN ACT Relating to nam ng Washi ngton state ferries; anmending RCW
47. 60. 310; and adding a new section to chapter 47.60 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 47.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The | egislature recogni zes that since the Washington state ferry
systemis created by the taxpayers they should have a part in nam ng
their 1investnent. To that end, Wshington state residents are
encouraged to submt to the executive commttee of the Washi ngton state
ferry users suggested nanmes for Washington state ferries that wll be
comm ssi oned. Suggestions nust be of WAshington state historical or
cultural significance. Suggestions may not exceed three words and
shoul d be acconpani ed by an essay of no nore than five hundred words
expl ai ni ng t he suggest ed nane’ s Washi ngton state historical or cultural
rel evance. The executive commttee wll review conform ng subm ssions
and forward no nore than three selections to the transportation
comm ssion for the final determ nations.
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Sec. 2. RCWA47.60.310 and 1988 ¢ 100 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent is further directed to conduct such review by
soliciting and obtaining expressions from |local community groups in
order to be properly informed as to probl ens being experienced wthin
the area served by the Washington state ferries. In order that |oca
representation may be established, the departnent shall give prior
notice of the reviewto the ferry advisory commttees.

(2) The legislative authorities of San Juan, Skagit, Callam and
Jefferson counties shall each appoint a commttee to consist of five
menbers to serve as an advisory committee to the departnment or its
desi gnated representative in such review. The |egislative authorities
of other counties that contain ferry termnals shall appoint ferry
advi sory comm ttees consisting of three nmenbers for each term nal area
in each county, except for Vashon Island, which shall have one
commttee, and its nenbers shall be appointed by the Vashon/ Maury
| sl and conmunity council. At |east one person appointed to each ferry
advi sory comm ttee shall be representative of an established ferry user
group or of frequent users of the ferry system Each nenber shall
reside in the vicinity of the termnal that the advisory conmttee
represents.

(3) The nenbers of the San Juan, Callam and Jefferson county
ferry advisory commttees shall be appointed for four-year ternms. The
initial ternms shall comence on July 1, 1982, and end on June 30, 1986.
Any vacancy shall be filled for the remai nder of the unexpired term by
the appointing authority. At least one person appointed to the
advi sory conm ttee shall be representative of an established ferry-user
group or of frequent users of the ferry system at |east one shall be
representative of persons or firms using or depending upon the ferry
systemfor commerce, and one nenber shall be representative of a | ocal
governnment planning body or its staff. Every nenber shall be a
resident of the county upon whose advisory commttee he or she sits,
and not nore than three nenbers shall at the tine of their appointnent
be nmenbers of the sane major political party.

(4) The menbers of each termnal area comm ttee shall be appointed
for four-year terns. The initial ternms of the nenbers of each term nal
area commttee shall be staggered as follows: All terns shall commence
Septenber 1, 1988, with one nenber’s termexpiring August 31, 1990, one
menber’ s termexpiring August 31, 1991, and the renai ning nenber’s term
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expiring August 31, 1992. Any vacancy shall be filled for the
remai nder of the unexpired termby the appointing authority. Not nore
than two nenbers of any termnal-area conmttee may be from the sane
political party at the time of their appointnent, and in a county
havi ng nore than one conmttee, the overall party representation shal
be as nearly equal as possible.

(5) The chairnmen of the several commttees constitute an executive
commttee of the Washi ngton state ferry users. The executive conmttee
shal |l neet tw ce each year with representatives of the marine division

of the departnment to review ferry system issues. Additionally, as
provided in section 1 of this act, the executive committee shall

convene fromtine to tine, as necessary, to revi ew and sel ect suggest ed

nanes for ferries that will be conm ssi oned.

(6) The commttees to be appointed by the county Ilegislative
authorities shall serve wthout fee or conpensation.

~-- END ---
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